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Uganda:  

Burundi Refugee Influx 

Highlights 
  The number of Burundian refugees arriving in 

Uganda since November 2014 was approximately  
9,000 as at 24 June 2015, with the arrival rate at 

100/day in the Nakivale settlement in southwest 
Uganda. About 80 percent of the new arrivals came 
in from March 2015 onward.  

  The majority of the new arrivals say they are coming 

to Uganda due to security concerns in countries that 
surround Burundi, family linkages in Uganda and 
knowledge of more liberal refugee policies of the 

government in Uganda.  

 WFP is providing cooked meals and nutrition 

assistance at two transit centres, as well as dry 
rations to facilitate the new arrivals’ resettlement. 

WFP is reaching about 78,000 refugees in Nakivale. 
 

Situation Update 
 The Burundian refugees are arriving through the 

Uganda-Tanzania border (Mutukula) or Kisoro district 
(Kajitumba) with the UN providing transport to enable 
them move from Mutukula to Nakivale. 

   

 Water is the most critical need in all new settlement 

areas. In this regard, the UN and partners are 

installing temporary water tanks and points. Other 
immediate needs are: accommodation for Police 
operating among the refugees and the host 

communities; 30 classrooms, teaching materials 
and teachers and access roads for the new zones.  

 

 Shortage of non-food items such as plastic sheets 

for setting up shelters, cooking utensils and 
blankets is limiting the movement of refugees from 
transit centres to the settlement sites. 

 

WFP Response 
 WFP is providing three hot meals a day at Juru and 

Kabazana reception centres, which are located 
inside Nakivale. The items provided for the meals 
are Super Cereal, iodised salt, fortified vegetable 
cooking oil and beans.  

 

 General food distributions are on-going for the 

entire population of Nakivale including the new 

Burundian refugees. WFP is making efforts to reach 
the general population while providing food rations 
to each family that gets resettled on land provided 
by the government. Prior to the current influxes, 
Nakivale already had the largest population of any 

In numbers  

 

9,000 new Burundian refugees in 

need of WFP food assistance. 
 

300,000 refugees supported by WFP 

through out Uganda. 
 

78,000 refugees supported by WFP 
in Nakivale. 

 
Funding Update:  
 WFP is currently supporting approximately 

300,000 refugees monthly at a cost of about 
USD5.5 million each month. Its operational plan 
for refugees is about 65 percent funded and 
WFP Uganda is actively engaging with donors to 
raise new funds for the rest of 2015. 

 

 WFP is able to assist the new Burundian arrivals 

within the current level of resourcing for all 
refugees in the country. 

 

 Providing food and nutrition assistance to 

15,000 Burundian refugees for the next 12 
months from June 2015 will cost WFP 

USD2.5million. 

Uganda: Burundi Refugee Influx 

Map goes here 



refugee settlement in the southwest.  
 

 From the transit centres, the new refugees are 

able to access WFP support for moderate acute 

malnutrition for children aged between 06 and 59 
months. WFP’s implementing partner for nutrition 
support, Medical Teams International is screening 
children at the  transit centres and referring  
cases of moderate acute malnutrition to health 
centres where they are provided with WFP Super 
Cereal, a specialised product that treats the 

condition.   

  Alongside this support, OPM, the UN and NGO 

partners are providing health screening and care, 
vaccination, nutrition support and pre-screening 
for school-age children. 

 

Logistics   

 WFP has been pre-positioning and delivering food 

supplies for the June cycle for both the pre-

existing and the new Burundian refugees in the 

southwest. 

  

Partnerships  

 WFP is one of about 10 humanitarian agencies 

providing assistance to the new arrivals, others 

being UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA and NGOs. 

  

 American Refugee Committee (ARC) is managing 

distribution of the WFP hot meal on behalf of 

UNHCR. 

Contacts    

 Acting Country Representative: Michael Dunford  

Tel: 256.772.287.013 michael.dunford@wfp.org 

 

 Communications Officer: Lydia Wamala  

Tel: 256.772.287.034 or 256.758.778.037 

Uganda: Burundi Refugee Influx 
http://www.wfp.org/countries/uganda 
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